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The Throne of Queen Bilquis

(Barran Temple)
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The Throne of Queen Bilquis
(Barran Temple)

) The Throne of Bilquis is located in the city
of Marib, 170km east of Sanaa, the capital of
Yemen. Marib is mentioned in the holy books
as the capital of the kingdom of Sabaa. This was
the birthplace of a 3000 year old civilization
which left behind significant ancient ruins. The
most famous of these is the Throne of Queen
Bilquis, also known as the Barran Temple, and it
is one of region’s most celebrated archaeological
sites.

) Located on the western side of the Safir-Marib
road, the Barran temple was renowned for its
five magnificent columns. In the year 1988,
new archaeological excavations revealed an
equally impressive sixth column hidden under
the sand.

The temple is divided into several architectural
units. Amongthese are the ‘Most Holy Area, the
‘Courtyard’ along with its annexes, the ‘Great
Brick Fence’ and its extensions. Starting from
1000 BC, the Barran temple evolved through
various stages of architectural development
during different periods of history.

) The temple has a unique harmony wherein the
majestic main entrance and the Courtyard unite
together to face off against a steep staircase in a
magnificent display of architectural virtuosity
that hints at the greatness of its builders.

In 2000, the German Institute of Archaeology
began a huge renovation project on the temple
which was completed in 2007.

) The temple is now once again open to receive
visitors to the Land of Two Paradises. Here
you can travel back 3000 years in time, ponder
over the greatness of the ancient Yemenis, and
marvel at their astonishing level of progress.



